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DMITRY SEREBRYAKOV/Getty Images Totalitarianism is a form of government where the state has full power, but in a democracy the people of the country (or the region) vote to choose leaders who act on their behalf. The government of totalitarianism is usually the dictator who leads it like Benito
Mussolini in Italy during World War II. Democracy is the most common form of government in the modern era. Its design and intention is to give each voter the same amount of power, in particular to give them the right to elect officials who will change laws and make decisions that reflect their preferences
as groups. Democracy was first introduced as a system of political reforms in 507 B.C BC Kleishenes, who was the leader of Athens at that time. He called the system a democracy that meant the rule of the people. This system consisted of three different institutions: ecclesia, boules and dicastery. As
soon as the system was introduced, it abolished the political disparity between the members of the aristocracy who were responsible for the decision-making process and the lower classes that constituted the ancient Greek army and navy. Despite the establishment of equality, at that time it covered only a
small part of the Athenian population. Only 40,000 men over the age of 18 have been eligible to participate in the democratic process. Among the three institutions in the system, Ecclesia was at the top of the hierarchy and served as the governing body of Athens. Ecclesia held meetings 40 times a year
and used majority votes to determine foreign policy, laws and decisions related to war. Bule, also known as the Council of Five Hundred, consisted of 500 members, 50 each from the Athenian tribes, who were responsible for day-to-day administration. Dicasteria served as a judicial body in a system in
which 500 jurors, elected from male populations over the age of 30, dealt with prosecution, defence, sentencing and sentencing. Philosophy is a complicated thing. It is a search for meaning, for greater understanding, for answers to questions related to our existence, our purpose and the universe itself.
So obviously trying to sum up a few pithy blurbs is a fool's errand. Well, consider us your fool, because that's exactly what we set out to do. We're sure Socrates would have questioned our motives, Emerson criticized us for writing on the subject so far from nature, and Nietzsche made fun of us until we
cried. But we think it's worth the risk to give you a quick shot of knowledge while you prepare for an exam, toughen up essays, or start a research process. Because philosophy is such a broad and comprehensive topic - I mean, it's basically about everything - we don't approve to cover the topic
comprehensively. Honestly, the only real way you can fully understand the theory, epistemology, and framework described here is to read the writing created criticism is devoted - each of these thinkers. But then follows your introduction, a quick look at the fire on the 20 major philosophers, their great
ideas, and their most important writing papers. But think fast because these mindblowers come at a frantic pace. Thomas Aquinas was a 13th century Dominican monk, theologian and doctor of the Church, born in the so-famous Lazio region of Italy. His most important contribution to Western thought is
the concept of natural theology (sometimes referred to as Tomism in honor of its influence). This belief system believes that the existence of God is tested by reason and rational explanation, as opposed to scripture or religious experience. This ontological approach is one of the central premises
underpins modern Catholic philosophy and liturgy. His writings and Aquinski himself are still considered to be one of the main models of the Catholic priesthood. His ideas also remain central to theological debates, discourse and ways of worship. Aquinski's great ideas adhered to the platonic/aristotle
principle of realism, which states that there are certain absolutes in the universe, including the existence of the universe itself; Focused much of his work on reconciling aristotle and Christian principles, but also expressed a doctrinal openness to Jewish and Roman philosophers, all to the end of the
divination of truth, wherever it was found; The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) proclaimed its The Sum theology - a collection of all the teachings of the Catholic Church at that time - multi-year philosophy. Key works of Aquinas Summa Theologica (1265-74) by Foma Aquinas: Chosen Letters of
Aristotle is one of the most important and influential thinkers and teachers in the history of mankind, often considered - along with his mentor, Plato - to be the father of Western philosophy. Born in the northern part of ancient Greece, his writings and ideas on metaphysics, ethics, knowledge and
methodological research are at the very root of human thought. Most philosophers who followed - both those who echoed and those who opposed his ideas - owe a direct duty to his broad influence. Aristotle's enormous influence was a consequence of both the breadth of his writing and his personal reach
during his lifetime. In addition to being a philosopher, Aristotle was also a scholar, leading him to consider a vast range of topics, and mainly through the view that all concepts and knowledge are ultimately based on perception. A small sample of topics covered in Aristotle's writing includes physics,
biology, psychology, linguistics, logic, ethics, rhetoric, politics, government, music, theatre, poetry and metaphysics. He was also in a unique position to win directly over thinking in the known world, shoeing the young Alexander the Great at the request of the father of the future conqueror, Philip II of
Macedon. This position of influence gave Aristotle the means to create a library in the Lyceum, where he hundreds of works on papyrus scrolls. And of course, it also gave him a direct influence on the mind of the man who one day commanded the empire stretching from Greece to northwestern India. The
result was a huge sphere of influence on Aristotle's ideas, which only began to be challenged by Renaissance thinkers almost 2,000 years later. Aristotle's big ideas argued the use of logic as a method of reasoning and offered a basic methodological template for analytical discourse; He held the
understanding that knowledge is built from the study of what is happening in the world, and that some knowledge is universal - the prevailing set of ideas throughout Western Civilization after that; Metaphysics is defined as knowledge of an intangible being and this basis is used to study the relationship
between matter (combination of matter and form) and the essence from which it will develop that man is made up of the unity of the two. The key works of Aristotle Metaphysics of the Nikomash Ethics Poetics Chinese teacher, writer and philosopher Confucius regarded himself as a channel for theological
ideas and values of imperial dynasties that came before him. With a focus on family and social harmony, Confucius advocated a lifestyle that reflects a spiritual and religious tradition, but which is also distinctly humanistic and even secularist. Confucius, who is considered a contemporary of taoist lao Tzu,
had a profound influence on the development of Eastern legal customs and the emergence of a scientific ruling class. Confucianism will participate in a historical jolt with the philosophy of Buddhism and Taoism, experiencing the ebb and flow of influence, its high points coming during Han (206 BC-220
AD), Tang (618-907 AD), and song (960-1296 CE) dynasties. As Buddhism became the dominant spiritual force in China, Confucianism declined in practice. Nevertheless, it remains a fundamental philosophy underlying the Asian and Chinese attitudes towards scientific, legal and professional pursuits.
Confucius's great ideas have developed a belief system that focuses both on personal and public morality through qualities such as justice, sincerity and positive relationships with others; He advocated the importance of strong family ties, including respect for the elders, veneration of his ancestors and
marital fidelity; He believed in the value of achieving ethical harmony through skilful judgment rather than knowledge of the rules, denoting the need to achieve morality through self-cultivation. A key work by Confucius The Analects The Complete Confucius French philosopher, mathematician and scientist,
Descartes was born in France but spent 20 years of his life in the Dutch Republic. As a member of the army of Dutch states, then Prince of Orange and then Stadtholder (the position of national leader in the Dutch Republic), Descartes wielded considerable intellectual influence during the period known as
the Dutch Golden Age. He often myself, refuting or trying to undo the ideas of those that came before him. Descartes' big ideas throw away faith in anything that is not entirely certain, emphasizing the understanding of what you can know for sure; Recognized as the father of analytical geometry; It is
considered one of the leading influences in the scientific revolution - a period of intense discoveries, revelations and innovations that ripple through Europe between the Renaissance and the Enlightenment (roughly speaking, 15-18 centuries). Descartes' Key Works Boston-born writer, philosopher and
poet, Ralph Waldo Emerson is the father of the transcendentalist movement. It was a distinctly American philosophical orientation that rejected the pressure imposed by society, materialism and organized religion in favor of the ideals of individualism, freedom and personal emphasis on the soul's relations
with the natural world around. Although not explicitly a naturalist, Emerson's ideals were embraced by this 20th-century movement. He has also been seen as a key figure in the American romantic movement. Emerson's Big Ideas wrote about the importance of such subjects as independence, empirical
life and the giving of the soul; It is called the infinity of a private man as his central teaching; He was a mentor and friend of fellow influential transcendentalist Henry David Thoureau. Emerson's Key Works of Nature and Other Essays (1836) Essays: The First and Second Series (1841,1844) Historian,
social theorist, and philosopher Michel Foucault, born in Potierils, France, devoted much of his training and writing to the study of power and knowledge and their connection to social control. Although Foucault often identified with the postmodernist, he preferred to think of himself as a critique of
modernity. His service as an international diplomat on behalf of France also influenced his understanding of social constructs throughout history and how they served to ensure racial, religious and sexual inequality. His ideals were particularly embraced by progressive movements, and he was allied with
many during his lifetime. Active in movements against racism, human rights violations, ill-treatment of prisoners and the marginalization of the mentally ill, he is often cited as a major influence in the social justice, human rights and feminism movements. More broadly, its study of power and social control
has a direct impact on the study of sociology, communications and political science. Foucault's big ideas were convinced that the study of philosophy should begin through a close and constant study of history; required a more thorough examination of social structures based on hierarchical inequalities, as
well as an analysis of the relevant areas of knowledge supporting these unequal structures; Believes oppressed people have a right to rights and they are obliged to rebel against the abuse of power to those rights. Foucault's key works are of Scottish-born historian, economist and philosopher, Hume is
often grouped with thinkers such as John Locke, Thomas Hobbs, and Sir Francis Bacon as part of a movement called British Empiricism. He focused on creating a naturalistic human science that delves deeper into the psychological conditions that define human nature. Unlike rationalists such as
Descartes, Hume was preoccupied with how passions (as opposed to reason) govern human behavior. This, Hume argued, predisposed people to knowledge based not on the existence of certain absolutes, but on personal experience. As a consequence of these ideas, Hum would be one of the first
major thinkers to refute dogmatic religious and moral ideals in favor of a more sentimentalist approach to human nature. Its belief system would help inform future movements of utilitarianism and logical positivism, and would have a profound impact on scientific and theological discourse in the future.
Hume's great ideas have formulated the induction problem, suggesting that we cannot rationally justify our belief in cause and effect, that our perception only allows us to experience events that usually come together, and that cause and effect cannot be empirically asserted as a connecting force in these
relationships; The assessment that human beings do not have the ability to achieve a true conception of ourselves, that our conception is only a bundle of sensations that we combine to articulate the idea of ourselves; Hume opposed moral absolutes, instead believing that our ethical behavior and
treatment of others were caused by emotions, feelings, and inner passions, that we were prone to positive behavior for their likely desirable outcomes. A key work by Hume of Prussian origin (and therefore identified as a German philosopher), Kant is considered one of the most important figures in
modern philosophy, a defender of reason as a source of morality, and a thinker whose ideas continue to permeate ethical, epistemological and political debate. What perhaps most distinguishes Kant is his innate desire to find a synthesis between rationalists like Descartes and empiricists like Hume to
decipher the middle that lays off the human experience without going down into skepticism. In his own way, Kant pointed the way forward, solving the central philosophical impasse. Kant's great ideas defined the categorical imperative, the idea that there are inherently good and moral ideas to which we
are all obliged, and that rational people will inherently find a reason for upholding moral obligations; It has been argued that humanity can achieve eternal peace through universal democracy and international cooperation; It is argued that the concepts of time and space, as well as cause and effect, are
essential to human experience, and that our understanding of the world is transmitted only by our and not necessarily the main (and probably invisible) causes we're watching. A key work by Kant's Danish theologian, social critic and philosopher, Kierkegaard is regarded by many as the most important
existentialist philosopher. His work was mainly about the idea of a single person. His thinking tends to prioritize a particular reality over abstract thought. As part of this design, he viewed personal choice and commitment as an outstanding one. This orientation played an important role in his theology. He
focused on the importance of the individual's subjective relationship with God, and his work focused on themes of faith, Christian love, and human emotions. Since Kierkegaard's work was initially available only in Danish, only after his work was translated, his ideas spread widely throughout Western
Europe. This spread was a major force in helping existentialism take root in the 20th century. Kierkegaard's great ideas explored the idea of objective and subjective truths and argued that theological statements were inherently subjective and arbitrary because they could not be verified or invalidated by
science; He was very critical of the confusion between the state and the Church; First he described the concept of longing, defining it as fear coming from anxiety about choice, freedom and ambiguous feelings. Key works by Kierkegaard historians differ precisely when Lao Tzu lived and taught, but it is
largely believed that some time between the 6th and 4th centuries BC, an old master founded by philosophical Taoism. Regarded as a divine figure in traditional Chinese religions, his ideas and writings will be one of the main pillars (along with Confucius and Buddha) for Eastern thought. Lao Tzu
maintained a perfect life lived through Tao or Tao (roughly translated as a path). Thus, Taoism is equally rooted in religion and philosophy. In the traditional story, although Lao Tzu never opened a formal school, he worked as an archivist at the royal court of the zhou dynasty. This gave him access to a
vast body of writing and artifacts that he synthesized in his poetry and prose. As a result of his writing, his influence spread widely during his lifetime. In fact, one version of his biography implies that he may well have been a direct mentor to the Buddha (or, in some versions, Buddha himself). There are
many colorful narratives around Lao Tzu, some of which are almost certainly a myth. In fact, there are some historians who even questioned whether Lao Tzu was a real person. Historical stories differ from who he was, when he lived and what works he contributed to the canon of Taoism. However, in
most traditional short stories, Lao Tzu was a living embodiment of a philosophy known as Taoism and the author of its main text, Tao Te Jing. Lao Tzu's great ideas supported self-awareness through meditation; Controversial conventional notions as inherently biased, and encouraged Tao to find a natural
balance between body, feelings and desires; Called Called to achieve the state of Wu Wei, freedom from desire, the early basic principle of the Buddhist tradition after that. A key work by Lao Tzu English physicist and philosopher, John Locke was a prominent thinker during the Enlightenment. Part of the
British empiricism movement, along with compatriots David Hume, Thomas Hobbs and Sir Francis Bacon, Locke is seen as an important contribution to the development of the theory of social contracts and is sometimes identified as the father of liberalism. Indeed, his reasoning about identity, me and the
influence of sensory experience would be important revelations for many Enlightenment thinkers and, therefore, for real revolutionaries. His philosophy is said to have been prominent in the development of the Declaration of Independence, which initiated America's war of independence from Britain.
Locke's big ideas came up with the term tabula race (blank sheet) to indicate that the human mind is born informal, and that ideas and rules are applied only through experience after that; A method of introspection is established, focused on one's own emotions and behavior in search of a better
understanding of oneself; Argued that in order to be true, something must be capable of repeating testing, an opinion that has bounded its ideology for the purpose of scientific rigor. Key Works Locke Niccolo di Bernardo dei Machiavelli is both one of the most influential and widely discussed thinkers of
history. A writer, civil servant and philosopher of Italy in the Renaissance, Machiavelli participated and wrote prominently on political issues, to the extent that he was even defined by some as the father of modern political science. He is also seen as a supporter of deeply dubious - some claim utterly evil -
values and ideas. Machiavelli was an experientist who used experience and historical fact to communicate his beliefs, which allowed him to divorce politics not only with theology but also with morality. His most well-known work described the parameters of effective leadership, in which he seems to
advocate leadership by any means that retain power, including deception, murder and oppression. Although it is sometimes noted in his defense that Machiavelli himself did not live up to these principles, this Machiavellian philosophy is often seen as a pattern of tyranny and dictatorship, even today.
Machiavelli's big ideas famously argued that while it would be better to be loved and scary, these two ideas rarely coincide, and thus greater security can be found in the latter; Defined as a humanist and considers it necessary to create a new state contrary to the law, traditions and, in particular, political
prenuinism of the Church; Considered ambition, competition and war as inevitable parts of human nature, even seemingly embracing all these trends. Machiavelli's Key Works on Libya (1531) Prince (1532) The Art of War German-born economist, political theorist and philosopher Karl Marx has written
one of the most revolutionary philosophical contents ever created. Indeed, so fitting was his letter to the human condition during his lifetime, he was expelled from his home country. This event, however, will also allow his most important ideas to find a popular audience. Arriving in London, Marx took up
work with his fellow German Friedrich Engels. Together, they developed an assessment of class, social and power dynamics that exposed deep inequalities and exposed the economic prerogatives of state-sponsored violence, oppression and war. Marx predicted that the inequality and violence inherent
in capitalism would eventually lead to its collapse. From its ashes will rise a new socialist system, a classless society, where all participants (as opposed to just wealthy private owners) have access to means for production. What made the Marxist system of thought so shocking was its innate call to action,
formulated in Marx's propaganda of the working class revolution aimed at overthrowing an unequal system. The philosophy underlying Marxism, and its revolutionary fervor, will ripple around the world, eventually transforming entire spheres of thought into places like Soviet Russia, Eastern Europe and
Red China. In many ways, Karl Marx led a philosophical revolution that continues to this day in countless forms of communism, socialism, socialized democracy and grassroots political organization. Marx's great ideas defended a point of view called historical materialism, advocating the demystification of
thought and idealism in favor of closer recognition of the physical and material actions that shape the world; Argued that societies develop on the basis of class struggle, and that this will eventually lead to the dismantling of capitalism; Describes capitalism as a production system in which there are innate
conflicts of interest between the bourgeoisie (ruling class) and the proletariat (working class), and that these conflicts are formulated in the idea that the latter should sell their labor to the first for a salary that offers no share in production. Marx's Key Works British economist, civil servant and philosopher
John Stuart Mill is considered to be the linchpin of modern social and political theory. He made a critical contribution to the school of thought, called liberalism, an ideology fundamental to the expansion of individual freedoms and economic freedoms. Thus, Mill himself strongly advocated the preservation
of individual rights and called for the restriction of the power and authority of the state over the individual. Mill was also a proponent of utilitarianism, which believes that the best action is one that maximizes utility, or stated, to put it simply, the one that provides the greatest benefit to all. This and other
ideas found in Mill's works are important creating a rhetorical framework for social justice, the fight against poverty, poverty, human rights movements. For his part, as a member of Parliament, Mill became the first Briton to advocate for the right of women to vote. Mill's Big Ideas strongly advocated the
human right to free speech and argued that free discourse was essential for social and intellectual progress; Determined that much of history could be seen as a struggle between freedom and power and that restrictions on governance should be placed in a way that reflected the wishes of society; He
stated the need for a system of constitutional checks of state power as a way to protect political freedoms. Mill's key work on the freedom and theme of women (1859, 1869) Utitarism (1861) Friedrich Nietzsche was a poet, cultural critic and philosopher, and possessed one of the most gifted minds in the



history of mankind. The system of ideas of the German thinker will have a profound impact on the Western world, making a profound contribution to intellectual discourse both during and after his life. Writing on a vast breadth of subjects, from history, religion and science to art, culture and tragedies of
Greek and Roman antiquity, Nietzsche wrote with wild wit and a love of irony. He used these forces to formalize deconstructive studies of truth, Christian morality and the influence of social constructs on our formulation of moral values. Also important to Writing Nietzsche is the articulation of the crisis of
nihilism, the basic idea that all things do not make sense, including life itself. This idea, in particular, will remain an important component of the existentialist and surreal movements that followed. Nietzsche's great ideas favored perspective, which believes that the truth is not objective, but is the
consequence of various factors influencing the individual perspective; An articulated ethical dilemma as tension between master and slave morality; the first in which we make decisions based on impact assessment, and the second in which we make decisions based on our concept of good versus evil;
He believed in the creative ability of the individual to resist social norms and cultural norms in order to live according to a large set of virtues. The Key Works of Nietzsche by the Greek philosopher and teacher Plato did no less than found the first higher education institution in the Western world,
establishing the Athenian Academy and enchanting his own status as the most important figure in the development of the Western philosophical tradition. As a disciple of Socrates and a mentor to Aristotle, Plato is a connecting figure in what might be called the great triumvirate of Greek thought in both
philosophy and science. The quote of the British philosopher Alfred North Whitehead sums up his enormous influences, noting that the safest general characteristic of the European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a series of footnotes to Plato. Indeed, it can be argued Plato founded a political
philosophy, representing both dialectic and forms of writing as ways of exploring different areas of thought. (Often in his dialogues he used his mentor Socrates as a vessel for his own thoughts and ideas.) Although he was not the first person to participate in the activities of philosophy, he was perhaps the
first to really define what it meant, articulated its purpose and revealed how it could be applied with scientific rigor. This orientation has provided a new concrete framework for addressing issues of ethics, politics, knowledge and theology. It can be said that it is almost impossible to sum up the influence of
Plato's ideas on science, ethics, mathematics or the evolution of thought itself, except to say that it was total, pervasive and unforgiving from the tradition of the strictest thinking. Plato's great ideas expressed the view, often referred to as platonicism, that those whose beliefs are limited only by perception
cannot achieve a higher level of perception available only to those who can see outside the material world; The formulated theory of forms, the belief that the material world is an obvious and ever-changing world, but that another, invisible world provides an unchanging cause and effect line for everything
we see; A fundamental epistemological view of the justifiable true belief that in order to know that the sentence is correct, one must have an excuse for an appropriate true sentence. Key works of Plato Republic (380 BC) Laws (348 BC) Plato: Complete works of Rousseau was a writer, philosopher and -
unique among the entrants in this list - the composer of operas and classical compositions. Born at that time a city-state in the Swiss Confederation, Rousseau would have been one of the most consistent thinkers of the Enlightenment. His ideas about human morality, inequality and, most importantly,
about the right to rule will have a huge and determined influence not only on thinking in Europe, but also on the real dynamics of power in Western civilization. Moreover, his most important works would define personal property as the root of inequality and disprove the premise that monarchies are divinely
appointed to rule. Rousseau offered the crushing idea that only the people have the true right to rule. These ideas incited the French Revolution, and more broadly, helped to put an end to centuries of confusion between the Church, the Crown and the Country. Rousseau can be scythed out for providing a
basic basis for classical republicanism, a form of government centered around ideas of civil society, citizenship and mixed governance. Rousseau's great ideas suggested that man was at his best in a primitive state - suspended between rough while livestock-breeding calls at one end of the spectrum and
the decadence of civilization on the other - and therefore not corrupted in his morality; It is assumed that the further we deviate from our state of nature, closer we move to the decay of species, an idea that is commensurate with the modern environment and and Philosophy; Written extensively on
education and, in the promotion of education that emphasizes the development of individual moral character, are sometimes credited as an early supporter of children-oriented education. A key work by Rousseau by a French writer, activist and philosopher, Sartre was a leading representative of the
existentialist movement of the 20th century, as well as an active supporter of Marxism and socialism. He advocated resistance to repressive social constructs and defended the importance of achieving a genuine way of being. His letter coincided with the scale of fascism across Europe, the rise of
authoritarian regimes and the spread of Nazism. Sartre's ideas at this time, as well as his actions, were of increasing importance. Sartre became an active member of the socialist resistance, which is directed at French Nazi collaborators. It should be noted that one of his fellow activists was both a
romantic partner and one of the main cohorts of existentialism, Simone de Beauvoir. After the war, Sartre's writing and political activities focused on efforts to combat colonialism, including participation in the resistance to the French colonization of Algeria. In fact, his involvement brought Sartre two near-
misses of explosions at the hands of French paramilitaries. It is also noteworthy that Sartre supported the Soviet Union throughout his life. Although he sometimes raised questions about human rights violations as an outside observer, he praised the Soviet Union's attempt to show Marxism. Sartre's great
ideas believed that people were doomed to be free, that since there is no Creator who is responsible for our actions, each of us alone is responsible for everything we do; Called for the experience of death consciousness, an understanding of our mortality that promotes true life, one spent in search of
experience rather than knowledge; It is argued that the existence of free will is in fact indicative of the universe's indifference to the individual, an illustration that our freedom to act against objects is inherently meaningless and therefore irrelevant to intervene in the world. The key work of Sartra needed to
be incorporated by virtue of his role as essentially the founder of Western philosophy, Socrates, nevertheless, is unique among the entrants on this list for not having produced written works reflecting his key ideas or principles. Thus, the body of his thoughts and ideas remains to decipher through the
works of his two most distinguished students, Plato and Xenophon, as well as the legions of historians and critics who have written about him since then. The classic Greek thinker is best known for Plato's dialogues, which show a key contribution to ethics and education. And since Socrates is best known
as a teacher of thought and discernment, it may be appropriate that his most widely recognized contribution be a way of approaching the education that remains relevant even The so-called socratic method, which involves the use of questions and discourse to promote open dialogue on complex topics
and to lead students to their own ideas, is particularly evident. His inquisitive approach was also positioned as a central social and moral critic of the Athenian leadership, which eventually led to his trial and execution for corrupting the minds of young Athenians. Socrates' Big Ideas claimed that the
Athenians were wrong in their emphasis on families, careers and politics at the expense of the well-being of their souls; Sometimes attributed to the statement I know that I know nothing to indicate the awareness of his ignorance, and in general, the limitations of human knowledge; It was believed the
misconduct was the result of ignorance that those engaged in non-virtosis behavior did so because they knew nothing better. A key work by Socrates, born in Austria to a wealthy family, Wittgenstein is one of the most colorful and unusual characters of philosophy. He lived a life of eccentricity and
professional nomadic comism, dabbing in academia, military service, education and even in the hospital in an orderly manner. Moreover, during his lifetime he wrote in bulk, but published only one manuscript. And yet he was recognized by contemporaries as a genius. The posthumous publication of his
many volumes confirmed this view for future generations, ultimately making Wittgenstein a towering figure in the field of logic, semantics and philosophy of the mind. His studies of linguistics and psychology will be particularly revelatory, offering distinctive windows through which to re-understand the
nature of meaning and the limits of human conception. Wittgenstein's great ideas argued that conceptual confusion in language is the basis for most intellectual tensions in philosophy; It is argued that the meaning of words implies our understanding of this meaning, and that our particular purpose of
meaning comes from the cultural and social constructs around us; It is decided that because thought is inextricably linked to language, and because language is socially constructed, we have no real inner space to realize our thoughts, that is, that the language of our thoughts makes our thoughts
inherently socially constructed. Key works by Wittgenstein We hope this has been instructive for you. If that doesn't help you ace the exam, it should at least give you a lot to think about. By all means, think of the universe, of yourself, and of that fragile, fickle state that we call a human state. And because
20 philosophers are really only a small sample of the entire history of human thought, stay tuned for another round of influential thinkers in the not-too-distant future. Let us know if any you would like to see covered. Last updated: February 25, 2019 2019
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